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The CASEand TRIAL of 


Capt. Royzrr Norwood, 


now priſoner in New-gate, trucly and-. 
impartially ſtated , and publiſhed for ſa- 
tisfaction of my allied friends, and very 


many others defirous thereof. 


Together with ſome Obſervations upon the 
Law and irs Profeſſors, very worthy 
a molt (erious conſideration. 

Both which, (with a brief £Anſwer, by way of Peſt(cripr,” 
#0 4 ſecret C alumny charged upon me ) are here preſem- 
ed to the view and jadgement of the whole Nation : 
Which, if duly conſidered , with the. ſhrot Diſcourſe 
annexed,wilt clearly diſcover where England's Death 

end Life lies... ) ©} 7 
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| I had formerly held ſociety, coming to my 

houſe to ſpeak with me , did declare that 
? they —_—_ or underſtood of ſome erroneous 
—= Opinions which I ſhould hold , and ſpeak 
Sg forth to the people ; at which they feenfed 
to be offended. Whereupon, I rold them T 
was not aſhamed , but ſhould be ready to 
give an account, not onely of my Faith , but of my Life and Con- 
yerfacion alſo,in WeſtmisPer-Hall,or at Pawli Crols,to themlelys, 
or any other Gentlemen who ſhould reaſonably,upon a fair and juft 
account,defire the lame. Some time after thac,I was defired to give 
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the whole Aſſembly, and then gave it Mn with my ſubſeri- 
-bed thereto : ynta hich was angexed fo ieries, whereuhto L 
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in mk, peac quieres, ng xe to give Wo fare orher eh. 


as my princed Papers teflifie, Which requeſt weld not be poccived, 
meither hath hi apy other of the Clergje given anſwer there= 
_ to this day : but in lead of anliyering the, i&ftions, he (my 
not there pretent )ExCOMumuniICAtes me. pon,with- 
in Ct I tear Les Lon in which was inclolgd 
another Paper £2 have him ptoye thoſe things 
which hecatls SM going np ens te be {o, = that from Scr- 
re or Reaſon ;. wherein I alio promailed += rg my ike 
tation thereof, in caſe he ſhould fo prove hew | 
. carqeft defire of anſwer to thoſe and the former Left, 
20. e not onely to my own. bur many others fa 4 ON 2 ONE 
whereof was this, verbatim, What the true and very hell us fpo- 
i Kew of in Scripture , aud you from God or Yd (as yow ſay ).ſo 
-wach promiſe to, avd threaten the people with + the yexy reght 
and true knowledge mhereof, is of the reateft = higheſt con. 
cernment to be clearly made known and diſcovered to vo peaple, 
of ll other things ; all other things being but as tt were goceſ- 
faries therennts;there fare next certainly be made known to you, 
of you be = you ſay you are : yet it's yeuy much to be feared, 
that very few of you be ave the true knowledge euher of the one 
or the other , but that moſh fancie both the one and the other as 
the Papi s their Purgatory , and the Poets their Elizian fields, 
is abundantly manifeſt : both God and the Devil, both Death 
and Life, both Heaven and Hell, being very much nearer to us. 
they we are aware of. Whether this'be the denial of the | 
| kit aan dag 447 ow de all men. As alſq ia the-20 
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aff fade it thus ; £4: the all them thbs of a #fath , and tha 
which they (hall aft tdly finde tht day , that except they break, 
their fin by Ire And wn wp repent ance their ling their 
| petri 4p covetodſne 5 their 'y jr re perſetming they 
all ro bell, and be rormented day aid "yg t with the devils jea 
and Femain there wat! they ave pai the utmoſt farthing. 
You have alſo in ſeveral other plac of the laid book, both heaven 


' per : which he not doing, I then made publication thereof to the 


eg , 


ap Ev prove 2nd make gocd the {ame agaialt them, whenever 
I ſhall in a. fair and juſt way be called to ic, Which 1 onely 
our of the love I have unto this Nation,and the defire. of ics peace ; 
which canror be, whillt they have any power oc influence in, upon, 
and over the ſame : they have been, they arethe chief occaliogers of 
all the bloodihed that hath been,and.is yet likely tobe,ia England, 
nay in all Nations, . | 

one few weeks after this, obtained a Copicof the Form-of his 
Excommunicatioa with his Arguments agamalt my: Poſitians ,- to 
which I very ſhortly after gave anter in Print's which-Diſcourie L 
dedicarcd rothe Parliament. Which ſaid Book add Papersany who 
deſjres further tacisfaKion in the things dilcourled.mayhavethem at 
M. Giles Calvert's Bookieller , at the figne of the Sprcad- 

e ar the Welt end of Paws. or 

Yot many days after this, Tho. Andrews,the Cities Lotd Maiory 
atid one of the ſaid Simpſons Society, who by-his Place and: Office 
is more elpecially bound to keep, defend, and-prelerve-the Laws.of 
the Nation. the Libertics and Freedoms of the people inviolate-, 
he; contrary therevinto, fignes and lends a Warrant a 9 ws.{ 
fore the Beayh ar che Scflions-houſe in the Old Baylznofa : 
er mildemeanour being ſpecified in the faid Warrant : the illegality 
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whereof was then and there $I by the Lord Chief .Juftice 
Rolls and Baxon Thorp < by which afthes perjur'd,and 6ught of 
ipht to give an aceount to the Common-wealth for his mal-admi- 
tion of Juſtice in this and leveral other particulars of far higher 
welght and concernment, which I now forbear to inftance in. 
ey anng brought thither, there were onely theſe two Articles 
found and read againit me, wias That the ſou! of man is of the 
eſſence of God , and, That there i neither beaven nor hell but 
what is here. The Lord Chief Juſtice Rolls asked me what I faid 
to it and whether I ipake thole words or no, My anlwer was, That 
there had been diyers and ſeveral Diſputes at my houſe abour thofe 
—_ - and what my own opinion or judgernent was therein, I had 
made it publike in Print, and preſented ſeveral Members of the Par- 
kament and Courcil of State therewith. And I farther faid, that if 
Thad faid them very words as they were there laid down; yer was it 
not contrary unto, or againſt any aCt of Parliament.” To which-nei- 
ther the Lord' Chief Jultice,nor any other of the vw. pungeo. 
bur there I food ſpace of time, whillt they fell upon other 
buſinels. At length,.I asked the Lord Chief Juſtice wbatT ſhbuld 
doin the caſe, being thus like a Rogue, Murderer, or Felon forcibly 
and violently taken out of my houle, and that, now T was brought 
thither , no breach of any Law- whatſoever was found againſt. me. 
The Lord Chief Juſtice fell again upon other buſineſs. Whereupon, 
1 asked him again what I muſt do in the caſe ; and defired that he, 
as he was s. Chief Juſtice of England, would adviſe me. He an» 
frvered; You mult (Lthink) pur in fecurityto anſwer it the next Sef- 
fions. .Tob-which I replied, jun forcibly, fuddenly, and violently 
taken out of my houle, and brought hither ; . and I have no friend? 
here: Whereupon , M.'Recorder Steel very civilly replied , that * 
I was very well known, and my own word was ſufficient. Where-' 
upon;-my own word was taken to appear the next Seſſions ; which 
TI accordingly did. Then I found an Indictmeng drawn againſt nie, 
with much addition of words, and them laid down in another form: 
ther before; and much difterent from niy true fence and meaning. * 
Then I was compelled'ro/pur in fecurity to appear the Sefſions t2 
lowing, to anſwer to that Indiftment. Accordingly I did appear : 
where, that morning they had appointed for my hearing g appeared - 
allo Judge Niels, who, as he came not all the SeffionsÞetore'thar 
morn- 
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ery do went away again affoon as he had given me 'my dif- 

etch. I came to anſwer, I demanded to bavemy proſecutors 
bound over, according to Law, to make good the feveral-Chargts 
laid down in the Tndimen r againft me,Which by | ; 
I told him,] ſhould then make no anſwer at all,excepr that he would 
there declare that oe Dn WL CO CY not bound 
thereunto by Law. He anſwered,No. Whereupon I replied;and'told 
hi, How then, or of whom ſhould I expeR to receive fatisfiion, 
for my moleſtation, injury, and charge , in; cafe the Crimes ſhould 
notbe proved agpinſ me ? His anſwer was, that it was now in this 
caſe, as it was formerly in the Kings time ': he that-ther'proſecuted 
for the King, was not bound over ; neither is ieneceſfary thathe 
who proſecures for the- State ſhould ;; for there was'butt onely the 
change of the name : before, it was'in the name of the King ; and 
now, in eoberwes of w Lrw- — in) you haye the 
judoement a inion of a learned a idoe.p1 | 
the Bench at the Sefſions what ctheNation hath me S Erenupen 
ſpent ſo much treaſure, loft ſo many precious tree formade is many 
Fherleſ and widows,ſo many poor dilmembred creatures theLand 
over, - onely for the change of a name. And yetily, as yer we haye 
very little, if -any thing at all more ; neither indeed ſhalt or can'we 
have, until choſe ſquare-headed Benchers be difmonited; -and their- 
long-tail'd retinue thrown over the Bars,and ttirned out of their {&- 
yeral Cloyſters and Meetiwg-places ; amongſt whonr is little to be 
found;cxcept corruption,deceit,and confiftori;their-yeryPormafities, 
which they ſo much glory in.ſpeaks noleſs:Squar&heads not Long 
tails neither will nor can perfeR and' ſertle*the Peoples or Nations 
Rights;no,it muſt be Round-heads:for nothing is or catrbe perfeR,; - 
of bring forth perfeRtion, but that which is round, perfeAtly round *: - 
Square- heads arefit ſubjeRts to receive, treafures to retain idrtheir' * 
Qiffd:angle-points, the ſeveral forms, 'diftates;--fubtit, diabokcaf, 
ſophiſtical Reafons and Arguments of the corruptett times, perſons,” 
and intereſts ; 'accordmgly are their critical, uncertain; irrational, 
corrupt, falſe, contradiftory Judgements, Motions ang Arguments.” 


, Let not themſelyes; or any other, be offended at theſe txpreſfions, in © 


diſcovery of trurh, ſince the Pleaders at the ſeveral Bars, and thoſe | 
allo uponghe Benches , are notoriouſly known to be copyerfant in 
ich: Gables or expreſſions, up6a moſt weighty occaſions., to _ 4 
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Sans 7. IE al ——_ d -q ; T8} . ha? :. " Th u _= 
2nd obſeure theeruth.. Are theic udics lo much to Rudy the Law 
fardefence of truchs. or toconratt the Law into one perfeRt undiyi- 
ded and undividable being ſpeaking one and the ſame thing alwayy 
alike toall? Rutconnarily. their care and ſtudy ishow to make he 
Lay ſpeak mujtiplicitics of Riddles, whereby to confound the entice 
union-meariag thereof, and foto lerye ther own, their Lords and 
Maſters turn,what the Prince,Scate,or Clients defires. occalions and 
intereſts. call or, or have occaſion to ule it in , though never fo con- 
trary to, ar agaipſt.ic ſelf;as it is or ſhould be one pure (imple a in 
Realon neither looking backward nor feriard buteyer, & always, 
and in all times the ſang, How came the Law in the late King's time 
{vloudly, toftrongly, to certainly and undeniably to fpeak his dee 
fgaes and interclis to legal, (o. ral 
S—_—_ but two. (as I remember) of all the Judges difſenced 2 

nd allo, how many went away with him, owned bis proceedirgs 
to be according ts Law and late at Oxford in Judicatory execcurin 
all things iv > Cooney of Law ? Thoſe who remained here, S, 
joyned with. the Parliament ,. they declare and judge their proceed=- 
ings warrantable, and juſtifiable alto; and both thele by one and 
the.fatue Law... Sqme,,upen putting to death the late King, deferr 
the Parliament.ia thatparticulat : Orhers juſhfie that allo robe le- 
gal and. warrantable.. Some of che Parkamencs party, by thoſe with 
the King, are. ad judged and condenaned tor Traitors : qchers, that 
were for.the King agaipſtthe Parliament.are by thole here adjidy- 
.edand:condernacd. tor Traitars allo ; and this (hill by ore-and the 
Gme Law. I would ask themaall this one-fingle queſtian: Whence, 
. from. what ,. or frao, whom your lelves,, or any other at this time, 
. hold and derive your Rights , Power, and Authority ? in, from, 
and by the Law: ; or.ia, from, and by the Sword ? If in, by, and 
from che Law, then. be or they who ſhall cffer violation to agy to 
holding, and deriving, offers violation to the Law, and ought to tut- 
fer for the breach and viglation thereof according to the Law. If, 
from. and by the: Sword anely ; then are you, and all xliers to hold- 
- ing} and deriving, accountable onely th:reunto. In, from, and by 
both, on capnas hold and derive. To fay, Partly from one, and 
party from the other, is inconfiltegr. The Sword, indeed, as fer- 
vant to. the Law , -may execute its commands ; and fo prarett the 
Law, which is its proper york : but then you mult firft finde a 
. com+ 
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ifiable, that, in the grand Cale of - 
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nd' js and the Law for the Swords if 
comet js a from Tanks Swords 3Rings-: if nor, 


#re leat ) 
LW wa L thc one ens tne np of yr: 
tings,of any of your } odrnpevt  popiamoin 
i$ in its Repencie,” there is nargom tor « ray all other Lawus, Come - 
mands, arid ARings whatſoever, which are noc ſubſcrvient ungo it, 
craſe, as being akogether inconſiftent ; and muſt be and remain ſo, 
until ir have ended 1s c « 20d the people re-unired into one 
free and entire body , for the {etling and eftabliſhing themſclyes in 
peace, ſecurity, and reſt, by fych Laws as them(clyes (hall chule 5 
then is the Sword again given upinco the 44 -0y age 
mand , having effected its ri Een: is Ks right 

people ,, for thei defence in 


place. "Its true ori inal Kay 
their ther Right aeg Þ :-and rw poo attained that, then 
muſt jt rothera be reſigned ; and this is the tight end andnaturecf 
all crue » and trvely noble Congucuors, or rather, of all 
true'ard noble Sayinurs, Redecmers, or Dglworays, . Arg: truglys 
* 2c aby man or men $0 conquer » that hig.op —————_— 
rulg, fit in and enjoy their Seats 3nd Placcy conquered, his-or 
Þo =dtl bs 6 crab pe ECQOUROUALIOHS ; $ got 
Ca) pats "i this , Tormahke or give is others : 
and this , at in form and ſhew , ye = all 
_ uerors ; ' of which fe Nojng $00 ca ory ey, i 
(s) hath any con any, _—_— 
calls a Parliament , of 18s the tp chalaghnonſebent Lows 
their ends have been to fearle | 47 ag . 
Here,Gentlemen, you may ſee e aho coed cemn 
ic, the greareſt cauſe of Enolaud's 
preached us into blood , and bath br 6 Ar oye vere | 
of each parry ; and the ocher DR Gon —_— have 
pleaded and argued us into blood, and. adj 4 petty ar | 
and proceedings pa al > and by themof ET 
been NR odemnd y oge and the lame Law- 
and Lawyer can make their Cameleon —_— £ 
we the People can ex pect peace 2nyl (etelapuens whild-cighes-of whcie 
wo gene1ations remain amopgit i lone te mea Parades. > + 


I would not here be taken to-oha evcry paczicular 
ran ann Calling or Þ pros 5 ola m_ 


? 


that are honourable, for Copter of their affeFions tothe 
Nations Rights 2nd-Priyided ges; its peace and prolpericy ; in reſpett; 
rowhich.they are willing 11 _ to ſacrifice theirPlaces,Callings, 
and Profeſſions; but their Lives allo : Bur I ſpeak # to that Prin- 
ciple whith'reigns in and guides the moſtor generality of them,who 
haveeverbeenfornd to tranfgtels for a moriel of bread; and whom 
if 1-proye hot to be the greateſt craicors and enemies to this Com- 
monwealeh in the Natton; (if to ſubyert and pervert the Laws of the 
Naton be the greateſt Treaſon, as it in many Parliaments hath been 
adjudged; or that (atedrding to-that undeniably-rrue and general- 


ly-received Maxime)it be granted;that Salmy populi ſuprema Lex, 


that the bigheſt, fupreimeſt Law of Laws; and ſoend of all Law, is 
the.Peoples fafery ) orif thoſe rwo Judges died juſtly, whoſe fact 
andexecmion;for their brethren the Judges ſakes,are fl kepr in re- 
membrance;in that place ar Weſtminſter where the King and Lords. 
uſed rofit inthe time of Parliaments by che Wool-tfacks.che Judges 
ſeats, when called in fortheir counſel, as a continual Monitor unto 
them and all that ſacceed thern for ever : I lay, if Iprove it not, 
then let medic the death, asT juftly deſerye,ſhould I not make, good 
this my Chargeagainſt chem, which Iam and ſhall be ready to do, 
atanytime,before a'comperent Judge 8 Jury. And,co fay thetruth, 
the hi creaſon:muſt needs arile from the breach of the higheſt 
truſt. Now then;he or they to whom the Law, with the admit - 
tion theres; is intruſted; have undoubtedly the. higheſt and greateſt 
truſt > for it, namely the Law, is of the higheſt and greateſt concern- 
ment'to all and eyery particular perſon in the Nation, of any or all 
other things : there is a ſacrednes in jit,-and ir ought to be kept ſa- 
cred and inviolate by _ one of us , upon the highelt penakies ; 
it being that, and that onely, which without and in ſtead of Caſtles, 
Bulworks, Forts, and Towers, keeps, preſerves, and maintains the 
whole Nation or Peop!e,not onely in a joynt union and communion 
ene-with another; bur alſo'all and eyery one in their ſeveral and par- 
ticular Rights and Liberties in peace and ſecurity. Aad this, 

tlemen, my-brethren of this Nation, is our Law ; which had our 
Judges and their dependencies Kept pure and inviolate ; had 

tully, plainly, and Routly cleared and maintained, according to their 
Oathes, Places,and Trafts repoſed in them, theſe Wars mult of ne- 
cellty have beon prevented, And if we yet could by any means ob» 
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rain this thing , fiamely, the be. and vindiceting of our Laws 
ig the particulars mentioned , we might preſently exr” onr ſwords 
into plow-ſharer and ony ſpears into pruning-hooks ; which can- 
not be done, until theſe men, with their appendixes, be undone, = 

I ſhalt now , after this long digrefſion made for the Nations 
ſake and cauſe, ( which T hope pleads me juſtly excuſed) return to 
the proſecution of my Relation, 

My next 1eply to Judge Ncols was. that in caſe he would there 
in Court dechare that it was a legal and juſt proceeding , not 
(as is before exprefſed) ro have my prolecutors bound over to make 
good the IndiEtment againſt me , I would then proceed to anſwer 
the Charge. He anſwered, It was legal. Then I did proceed, and 
ſpake to the Indiftment it felf , which runs thus : That Robert 
Norwood being one moſt monſtrous in his opinions looſe wicked, 
and abominable in his prattices , not onely to the notorious cor- 
rupt ing and diſordering , but even to the diſſolution of all ha- 
mane fee y, rejelting the uſe of any Goſpel-Ordinances, Doth 
deny the neceſſity of c1vil and moral r1ghteonſneſs among ſt men. 
To which things when 1 came to ſpeak., and declare in open Courr 
to the people, that if any man or men could proye thele things a- 


gainft me; I was willing nor onely to ſuffer impriſoament, but deach 


alſo; I was anſwered from the Bench , That that was no part of 
my Charge, bur it was onely as a Preamble. Then I am ure ic 
was a molt ſcandalous Inditment , or an Indittment drawn mott 
ſcandalouſly ; which is contrary to our Law , and for which, he 
who drew the ſame is accountable to the Law : and for what end 
ir was , except to make me odious to the people, or to pick mens 
packets, or both» I know nor. 

Whea I came to the ſeveral things in the Tnditment, which were 
a gumber of. words put together , ro what end or purpoſe Tknow 
not, except to makeme ( as I ſaid before) more odious'to the 
ple ; there being bur One thing in the whole Indiftmene, conſg 
of Thirteen ſheers and a half,colourably coming within the compa 
of the At or Law by which I was tried , called. A» AF again 
ſeveral atheiftical blaſpbemons and cxevrable Opinions ; whi 
is, that-I ſhould fay ,'as it is laid down in one part of the Tndia- 
ment, that there i not any ſuch thing as the yeople call bell and 
damuation -: and in another place, chat I ſhould fay, There & 
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neither bell nor damnation, Neicher of which, were my opinion 
ſuch, is condemned by that At, which condemns ſuch onely who 


deny both heaven and hell , both falyation and damnation ; and 


this mult be teſtified to be avowed!y done , and that by two wit- 
nefles, as is exprefly laid down in that ARt, Now my Dy in 
the Indictment, at molt is onely for ſaying there i neither hell nor 
damnation, or ſuch a hell and damnation as the people imagine ; 
and chis js teſtified but by one witneſs ; which alſo was you_ in 
Diſcourſe,or Ditpute , therefore could not, upon a rational and juſt 
account, be ſaid to be ayowedly , eſpecially. my Book and Papers, 
atteſted with my own hand fully [peaking my owning and acknow- 
ledging both heaven and hell, both ſalyation and damnation; which 
I offered to give as evidence, but it would not be received. And 
the Law always ought to be interpreted in the beſt ſence, to the 
molt advantage ; and not in the worſt ſence, or tothe moſt and 
greateft diſadyantage to the party accuſed, So that you may here 
lee what ground there was for cicher Judge or Jury ro'finde me 
guilty. Let all men take, and lay my Charge in the Indictment to 
their own Rule, without ſhewing me the leaſt fayour , or being in 
the lealt circle partial , and ſee and judge what agreement there is 
between them ; how or wherein any thin charged upon me in that 
Indictment , is condemned or adjudged by that At or Rule. Yer 
{ee the cloſe combination between the Clergie and the other Gen- 
tlemen of the Long-Robe, together with the chief Judge at the 
Seſſions, the preſent Lord Maior Andrews. Srdrack Simpſon his 
called-Paſtor excommunicates me ; bur as yet hath not, either to 
the werld, or my ſelf, given an account of that aftion, nar proved 
the things aſſerted by me fuch as he condemns them for;no,he dares 
not that his doings ſhould bertied and examined ; neicher himlelf, 
nor the reſt of his brethren,dare come unto the light ; why ? becauſe 
their deeds and do&tines arc evil : Truth never ſhuns the light, bur 
readily comes to the Teſt and trial. He having excommunicated 
me, Andrews gets me tothe Sefions-houte , being ( as I faid be- 
fore) chief Judge there. The Clergie ply it hard, to get me turned 
out of the High Court of Juſtice,that I might not haye any ſhadow 
of honour, , or proteCtion from the | Parſon Cary! b 
name, to whom I ſent one of my Papers for anſwer , in rel 


of what pafſed berween him, his brother Owen, and m7 6, by: . 
ore 


$$: 

fore his Excellencie the Lord General Crommwel , but from noge 
of them eyer did [ receive any antwer : onely C aryl meeting of me, 
told me he wondered the Parliament would continue me in that 
Courc. To which I anſwered. I neyer was a diſhonour to the Na- 
tion, nor eyer did any thing unworthy a Gentleman. And I 
would have him and all men know , that it's neicher Names nor 
Places will make me or any man the lefs or the more honourable ; 
no, it is the inward power or ſpirit aCting it ſelf forth in truely ho» 
nourable and noble a&tings , that makes or gives thoſe denomina- 
tions: it's not Names that makes or giyes the Things ; but it's 
Things that gives or makes the Names. 

Upon my beiog incicted at the Seffions , Alderman Eftwick. 
moved that I might be cutned out of the Court, though yer no 
crime was found or proved againſt ne. TIF not Juttice, yet Wiſ- 
dom- and Diſcretion would have led him to have forborn fuch a 
motion , until ſome crime worthy thereof had been proved againſt 
me : He knows very well , that many times an innocent and guilt- 
lels perſon is indifted, yea, and condemned too, when the nocent 
and ovilty goes free : He needed go no further for a preſident or ex- 
ample, then himſelf and the Lord Maior ; which in due time ſhall 
be made appear to the world ; both of them deſerving to be in- 
dicted upon a far higher account then an errour in judgement, 
which yer alſo remains to be proved ſuch. | 

Upon this motion , and perhaps the inftigation of one or two 
more}, without the conlent, yote, order, or deſire of the Courr, the 
Attorney-General makes a motion in the Houſe for my diſcharge 
from that Place, What jult ground or caule he had for it, I leave 
the world to judge ; as alſo, if he had not juſt ground and cauſe 
ſorodo, whether he did not therein notoriouſly abuſe the Houle. 
The Attorney-General , and ſome other of the Long-Robe-Ben- 
chers , taking themſelyes ( as ſome of themſelves were pleaſed to 
ſpeak ) to be- often aftronted by me , eſpecially in the caſe of Sir 
Jobs Stowel , firſt, in that I told the Atturney-General it was not 

t for him publikely co threaten that Court, ro which , in that ca- 
pacity , he was but a ſeryant: and then, when the Court was in 
argument concerning the buſinels of the faid Sir Fobn Stowe! , the 
aforeſaid Judge Necols, contrary to the Orders of the Court, took 
me up very angerly, becauſe I faid Ioved the Nation fo well, IX 
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ſo much reſpected its reputation and honour , that rather then 
the Faith thereof, {o ſolemnly given by the Army , and confir- 
med by both Houſes of Pockonain » ſhould be violated, and 
ſo his blood brought upon the Nation ; 1 had rather go-to the 
Gallows, and be hanged my felf : or words to this purpote. Bur, 
in ſtead of looking into the true ſtate of thenarer, and weight of 
ſo blunt an Argument, he told me expreſly. he would endure no 
ſuch words : yet was not he Prehden: of the Court,neither had he in 
the leaſt more priviledge of vore or ipecch there then my telf; Some 
ether words paſſed , which I ſhall fo;bear ro report. 

This Judge Nicols, as I faid before, comes now down on pur- 
pole to be my Judge. 

Here lies the ſum of the whole matter : Simpſon excommuni- 
cates me , butas yet hath proved nothing worthy of blame againſt 
me , much lefs of tuch a Cenfure ; pgives-no account eirhertome, 
or tothe world, of this ation. The Lord Maior Andrews gers 
me indicted at the Sefſions-houſe, ſends an illegal Warrant for me, 
dedared fo by Judge Rolls and Baron Thorp, npon the Bench at 
the Seſſions ; executes the ſaid Warrant by a hired Conttable, one 
of no worth, by whom I was forcibly taken out of rhy houſe, and 
carried to the Seffions. Eftwick: (perhaps ſmelling that I was ac* 
quainted with and took notice of fomething he muſt give an ac<+ 
count of) moves my cjetment out of the High-Courr of Juftice. 
The Attorney-General glad thereof , receives the motion , though 
without order or direGtion from the Court , and moves the Houte': 
the Houſe receives the motion, coming from one of their own 'Mem- 
bers, he being allo in great truſt tor the management of buſineſs 
for that Court , and gives me a diſcharge. 

Now comes the latt game to be plaid , and that is, by ſome 
means or other , it poſſible ,, to faſten ſomething upon me that 
ſhould reader or make appear to the whole world , that1 juttly 
deſeryed all theſe things , elle ic muſt lie as a blot upon them all 
for = : Therefore mult Judge NV:eols be ſent down to do the 
WOTK., 

Now let allthe Nation be judge inthe caſe ; I will befilem : if 
I havetranſgrei'd the Law ltr me not be fpared , but lec the' Law 
be executcd in is rigour ; I beg-no favour. But in caſe Thad faid 
ox held lome luck thing in d:(courte, or by way of difputation , -us 
that 
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that At condemns, 15 the wid, teſtified it was ; ſhall that be 
taken and received for an avowed act, rather then that which 1 
have atteſted under my Hand, dedicated and-preſented to the hi 
eſt Judicatory in the Nation , which, as-I ſaid before, 1 as 
reftimony, but it was refuſed ? This isa firayye _— conftruti- 
on, and imerpcetation of the AR, and an unheatd-of Judgement 
upon a mans avowed Principles. 

I further told the Court , that if Diſputations were not allowed, 
or if men mult be called to account and judged for what in-Diſpu- 
raticn is either affirmed or denied , the Univerſities and Schook of 
Learning mult be ſhut up, and all mens mouthes Ropped ; for, in 
all Difpuces, there mult be the Negative and the Affirmatiye 5 Dit- 

ures being (till of Contraries. And yerily, this is no other then to 
binde men up according to the Laws of the Biſhop of Rome , and 
our former Biſhops kere, to their Faith and Belief ; which is cor- 
trary to what the Parliament hath conftantly held forth to the 
people in their ſeveral Votes and Declarations ; that AR being.in- 
tended principally, if not onely , againſt the carnal and fleſhly a&- 
ings of corrupt and beltial men. , if I miſtake nor, as 1 haye 
formerly publiſhed , the true knowledge of God and of the De- 
vil. of Hell and Heaven, of Salvation and Condemnation or Dam- 
nation , is of the higheft concernment to be truchyknown,, and 
rightly underfioed , of any other thing ; thefe being, or at teaft- 
wiſe are made to be, the very end of all the Religion, Praying, 
Preaching , and all things elſe of that nature : therdore d {s 
' men may not reaſonably be debarred from tearching for or after the 
knowledge of that upon which the All of man depends. 'Men 
have as lictle reafon to crult the Clergic now , as thote ih Chriſt's 
time had totruſt the Scribes and Pharitees : as they were adviſed 
not to truſt chem , ſo, tay I, ir's. good not totrulttoo:much ro thete, 
leſt che blinde leading the blind, both fall into the dirth. And 
verily , it they .carnor tell us truely w hat ceicher 'of thety be, of- 
wherein, whereby , or wherewirh they conſitt, ſubſiſt, and ex(ift , 
they may 2s well lexd us to hell as to heaven , into condemnation 
or damnation. as well as into falyation ; to the Devil, as well ag-to 
God. This Iam ure of , that mot of their Preachings and Pra- 
Riices are fromthe devil, if the Scriptures ſprakirruck ; and there- 
fore mult nerds icad thither : what cliezxans the bloating of choſe 


many 
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many poor Ewes and Lambs left fatherleſs through -your inftiga- 
' tions and preachings ? Haye you not, amonglt you preached three 
Nations into blood 2 Can you, now you have kindled this fire 
from hell , which is like to devour and conſume all, can you (I fay) 
by your Preachings quench it again ? You may ſee it's true whac 
fames faith , Behold, how great a thing alittle fire*kindleth ! 
M. Simpſos, you ſee your lelt, and all men may lee it, in this mat- 
ter , what inconveniences you have put the State and many others 
upon ; and you your ſelf know your {elf to be the occafioner of it : 
and ſhould not a ſpirit of more meeknels and moderation appear 
in thoſe that are perſecuted , then in their perlecutors , a new fire, 
or freſh flame. would prelently lay hold upon the Nation, I have 
done with you for this time. 

Then I told the Court likewiſe, that it was an eafie matrer to be 
miſtaken, or to be traduced in a mins words . eſpecially in Argu- 
ment or Niſpuration ; and it was a very eafie matter to do it by any 
man in his Pulpit ; he might take one part of his ſpeech , and nor 
the other. 

I told the Court alſo, that if I did ſpeak the words in the lence 

underſtood them ,- I did there unfay them again. Yer there- 
in I defired I might not be miſtaken : for as I accounted it my ho- 
nour to deſert an Ercour, fo 1 did alſo account it my honour not to 
deſert the leaſt Truth ; neither ſhould I, were I preſently to die m 
the place. 

I further ſaid, I never did, neither do I now deny the things ; bur 
do here, in the preſence of the Court, and all the people , acknow- 
ledge both. | 

And I further told the Court, that if any man accuſed for He- 
refie and an Hererick, eyen in the hotteſt of perlecutions in Queen 
Alaries days ; yet if atthe Stake, or any time defore, he made his 
Recantation, be was acquitted, diſcharged, and delivered. - And I 
did there ſolemaly declare , that I held and owned both heaven and 
; hell, both falyation and damnation : bur all this would nor ſerve 
turn ; I muſt to New-gate, there to be kept pritoner tor ſix months, 
without Bayl or Mainpriſe. 


I hae concluded my Relation, and give all the world to know, I 
am not at enmity with,nor bear I eyil will unto or againlt any perſon 
in 
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in the Nation. 1 knowevery one is in his proper work , and that 
all and every one, yea al rhings (as it is m_ ſhall work toge- 
ther for good , therefore am I not offended at ahy. And becauſe 
1 loye the Nation, therefore would I that the Nation might be ſa- 
ved : it cannoc be ſaved bur in righteouſneſs : For as all things that 
are made and created, muſt be {aved by him that made and created 
them ; ſo allo muſt they be faved in that way or word , in or by 
which they were made and created; ard thatis, in righteouſnels ; 
which Way or Word is Chriſt the Righteouſneſs, or Chriſt the 
Wildom of the Father : for Wiſdoms works or goings forth are all 
in righteouſneſs ;- or what is done or brought forth in righteouſneſs, 
is the work of wiſdom , or wildoms workings » in which and 6 
which the worlds were made , as is fully aſſerted and inſerted by 
and in the Scriptures. All and every unrighteoulnels is fin, as the , 
Scriptures alſo teltifie ; and all fin is weakneſs : and therefore, as 
it is y7ritten, fin or weakneſs certainly bringeth forth death. E 
departure from Light, is Darknels ; every departure from Strength, 
is Weakneſs, every departure from Life, is Death : according to 
the ſeveral meaſures or degrees of their departure or ſeparation, {o 
much are they wrapped, infolded, involyed, or ſealed up in their 
contraries ; though all theſe Names fignifie but one and the ſame 
Thing. And verily, nothing is truely righteous , will or can work 
righteouſneſs perteAtly, but Love , Loye in truth : Names , and 
Shews, and Forms, will not do it ; but Loyein Life, Loye in Pow- 
er. The reaſon is, nothing is truely wiſe but it ; and it's' beter 
thea Wiſdom, or it's Wiſdoms excellencie ; or the excellencie of 
Wiſdom is Love: and therefore faith Chriſt of himſelt , Behold. 4 
wiſer then Solomon us here : Hence Chriſt is faid to come owt of 
the beſome of the Father, becauſe he is the Father's Love, or the 
love of, or rather in the Father : And hence is he faid to be the Sa- 
viour of the world becaule nothing bur loye either will or can lave 
it; becauſe nothing elſe can intruth work righteoutne(s but it ; no» 
thing elle being truely righteous , or righteouſneſs in truth , bur ir, 
Brethren be not deceived ; it's not the ſufferings, it's not the blood, 
ir'snot the death of Chrilt ſlain ar Jeruſalem , will fave you, as 
witnefſeth the Scriptures : this is the Saviour or Salvation, that 
578 Salyation God ſenx intethe world : therefore when he comes, 
brings this Command with him , namely , Love one another ; 


and 
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2nd faith, as the truth is, that under that iscamprehended all. And 
ou muſt know God, ar Chrilt ; and his Commands are himlelf. 
ow [ fay, as before it hath been faid, that Light or Truth is come 
into the world, or hath received its reſurrection, though not as yet 
ics alcenfion in and over the world : butas men then-did', ſomen 
now do, love ada more then light , why ? becauſe their 
deeds are evil ;, and the therefure w the condemmation. Bre» 
thren, it's undeniably rrue , that he which doth , or that which is 
Truth , willingly and readily cones unto the light , at leaft, if ic 
may have liberty ſo rodo-: And on the contrary, it is as certain, 
that he which doth, or that which is evil, as much avoids and ſhuns 
che light. Brethren , che ay 6 our ignorance God bath hi- 
therto winked at , but now he willeth that all men ſhould come 
to the knowledge of the truth > Wherefore, Brethren, let me in 
' love, inthe bowels of love, of mercy and compaſſion. intreat and 
beſtech you. And I do earneſtly intreat you all of and in the Na» 
ion , of all ranks, qualities, ftates, and conditions ; you of the 
Clergie , youthe profeflors of the Law , I belcech you again and 
again , to conſider , All unrighteouſneſs is fin , all fig is weaknels, 
weakneſs bringeth forth death : Why, Q-why then will you die ? 
Behold , death lies at the yery door of this Nation. Confider , is 
any thing called for but your unrighteouſnets , which will certainly 
be your death ? Whar is it you are to part with ? is it any thing 
but that which will evidently and eminendy be your deftruRtion ? 
Conſider , all things mult die, mult paſs away, bur Love, but Cha- 
rity ; and they, or that, abides far ever ; that. is God , that is 
Chriſt ;* zo whom or to which when the whole man ts in the ſame 
Loye ſubjeRted and united , then indeed is it properly faid to be {a- 
yed, or to be in a condition of falyation, when that true light 
which is life, or life which is light , that wiſdom which is pure and 
unſpotted of the world, free fromall fleſh and fleſhlineſs, yer livi 
in fleſh, bur not fleſh ; that is, he or it which is not touched w 
Humanity, even the alone-witdom of the eternal Deity in himſelf ; 
which when he or it ſhall ariſe ia his or irs own pure hight, life, and 
ſtrength in us, and we in the ſight of the lovelinels, beauty, and ex- 
PIs. open oe lelves, in our ca "Ga6th, 
carnal, or worldlinefs , ſubjeQted and unied- in therennto ; 
then, from thence ,. in the light, life, power, and ftrengrth dereo, 
a 


.. | 
ſhall we a& ia the Righteouſnels of, or rather , jn- Loye vate 
All. 

Veiily, I-cannot but abhor the Doctrine and Principles of maft 
Chriſtians; and I profeſs befoxe all the world, they ate Principles 
and DoQtrines of deyils , and the very bane of or unto all Godſi- 
nels and Horeſty , wholly deſtruRiye to the true Scripture , which 
hath and mult have ics union with, ard © i:s life, ſublitence , ext 
Rence, and conliftence in the light and truth it ſelf ; the very form, 
ſhadow, or outſide of things, being ſer up, worſhipped, adored, re- 
ceived, truſted unto, and reſted in , in ſtead of the light, lite, 

er,and truth it ſelf 1 will give you a very late example or pre+ 
idents ( juft now brqught to my _ by an honeſt Gentleman ) 
which was of an Officer belonging to the Exciſc-Office London, 
who having wickedly Gorfnorn himſelf » and being reproved tor it, 
readily replied, that Chriſt dicd for perjured perions. And, to ſay 
the yery truth, it is that we all wipe our, mouthes wich : We fin by 
oppreſſion, by injuſtice , by deceit, or by other carnal. fleſhly, ten- 
ſual, and deyiliſh aRings : why Chriſt died for ſinners ; we - all 
upon the back of a poor weak mag, like our ſelves, dying at Fers- 
ſalem : and this alſo the Clergie ( when men are upon their death» 
beds ) Rop into their mouthes , with ſome of their bread and wine 
pethaps alfo ; and then all's well, they mult to beayen without dit- 
pute. O Rome, Rome, Rome | 

My dear Country-men, you of this Nation, I ſpeak unto you 
all ; for whom,and whoſe true and real uu and happineſs, I could 
(God is my witneſs, from m very ſoul 209 ir) with 11:uch more 
chearfulnels and readineſs of ſpirit be offered up a ſacrifice in the 
fire, then to be freed and delivered from my preſent bonds and 
impriſonment : O that I could deliver you from the preſerft ; and 
thoſe future ſorer evils that are coming upon you , except repen= 
tance indeed prevents them ! Brethren, you may cahily tee where 
your falyation lies , who or what your falyation is : There is no 
falyation but in union with Light and Life ; no falyation bur in 
Chriſt, the Righteoulnels and Wiſdom of the Father ; wherefoe, 
in Iſasab he is called the Wonderful Connſeler,and fo the Prince 
of peace , whoſe Kingdom inult be eftabliſked with judgement and 
jultice : He is there allo.called Zhe mighsy God, and The ever- 
lafting Father, In Iſai. 42.6, 4 bave ( laiththetext) __ 
oF. thee 
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thee inrightonuſneſs : Sothat you ſee there is no peace, no ſalya+ 
tion, no reſt, but in Union ; no Union , but in Rigkteouſnels ; no 
Righteouſneſs, but in Love : your inward or imoſt falyation lieth 
here, and your outward,utmoſt or outmolt {alyation lieth here alſ9. 
If the outmoſt figures ftand and hold in Union & Communion each 
with other,according to,and in proportion with the inmolt light and 
life, receiving their ſtrength and ſubfiltence from thence;rhen are they 
ſafe.or faved. Thus One operating into Three, and Three operating 
again into One, is the life of all and every one ; Which ſpeaks the 
wildom, love, and righteoulnefs of or in the Father , which is the 
onely and alone Sayiour or Salyation, and that is Union, He who 
died at Fer»ſalem, I lay, my brethren, is not the Chriſt, is nor the 
Sayiour the Scriptures point ng unto : I deny not bur that he or 
that which is the life and light , and fo the Sayiour of the world, 
abode or dwelt in, and manifefted it ſelf with, by, and thorow that 
veil of fleſh, the Anointing or Anointed of the Father ; and that he 
was the anointed above hu fellows : And it muſt be the fame 
Anointing that mult fave you': Know you not that Chriſt i in 
Jon, except you be reprobates ? thatis, as it in the firft Epiſtle ro 
the Corinthians, as he is of God made unto us his power and 
wiſdom, and his wiſdom and righteouſnels, Chriſt in or atter the 
fleſh , in his particular form, cannot be in any man: in and after 
the Spirit.in the love, wiſdom and righteouſnels of the Father, he ig 
and may be:ſo that this mult be your eye-ſalye,your meat and your 
drink which you mult be made partakers of, have fellowſhip and 
communion with , even the pure Virgin-Spirit , which hath nor, 
neither can it defile ic {elf with women , with fleſhly or earthly 
weakneſſes ; and not his corporeal-fleſh and blood : Be conſider, 
That which you cannot participate of , that can you not be fayed 
by : Can you eat his fleſh , and drink his blood > Could you, 
that could bur feed and refreſh the fleſh and blood : for nothing 
cap feed or refreſh that which is not of the ame nature and eſſence 
with it ſelf, In all Unions, there is neceſſarily required oneneſs or 
lameneſs : then needs muſt it be meant of a more neer inviſible nas 
ture and effence which we are to be made pantakers of, And as 
that place cannot be taken in literal ſence,according to the outward 
form of fleſh ;, for, as it's faid, ey Rn and life : fo of 
neceffty muſtall the other texts in Scripture coherent to that, ſpeak- 
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ing of his outward form and ut in all things relating thereunto, 
be taken in reference to an inward inviſible power,nature, & eſſence. 
"- And Indeed, we all who will live in the life of the Spirit, muſt 
be flain in,to'or after the fleſly , the life of the fleſh muſt be totally 
extinguiſhed, before we ſhall or can live the pure Virgin-life of or 
in the Spirit. Brethren. confider and know: that the whole Scri- 
prure, yea the whole Creation, is but a dark Myltery, Riddle, Pa- 
rable, ar Sealed Book unto us , until the Spirit of light from God 
open, unfold unriddle, or unleal the ſame. 

I having much exceeded whar I intended , in this laſt and ſome 
other diſcourſes occaſionally falling in with this Relation: of the 
Rate of my Caſe, muſt neceſſarily break off yery abruptly, having 
onely leafure to ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


The Nations 
- Faithful and truely-real friend and ſeryant, 
in and under the higheſt 


and ſupremeſt law of Love, 
unto death to be commanded, 


Rebert Norwood. 
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| Nairſtanding that it is by divers veporeed that 1 
| ſhould carry on (ome privvate or particular deſigne , 

."” thought it convenient, both in reſhet# 19-my ſelf, aud 
all ethers, to make this my ſolemn 4ion, in the fight of 
God, and all min, That I wm, andever have been, fo far 
C 2 
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om deſigning, or joyning with defigners , that 1 have con- 
Hh declines all converſe with, and tempt ations from men 
in or of that way.. Tet, according tothat little ſpark of wife 
dom and light in me, have I been made willing and ready to 

embrace and receive every Truth made known to me, in 

and from whomſoever it hath appeared , without reſpedt to 

per ſous, or minding my particular outward advantage or diſ- 

advantages therein, or thereby : which muſt and will be ac- 

knowledged and ſubſcribed te by all that know me , and this 

i» peace and love : My voice bath not been lifted up , nor 

my cry ever heard in the ftreets. In the late King's time, 

my temptations were n0t little , nor ſolicitations few , with 

offers ſutable, and far exceeding what upon any account could 

be thought of by me , would I but bave complied with, or but 

ſate ſilent in reference to the intereſts then _— All that 

know me, know me to be very free, plain, and open, almoſt to 

all men : I'was plain in the King's time, plain with him 

«1d his Conncil at the then- Council-Board ;, by whom, and 
far my non-compliance with his iegal, unjuſt, deſtrattive_— 

proceedings to Himſelf and the Nation or Commonwealth, 

wy ſufferings were not ſmall nor inconſiderable. In the late 
Earl of Eſſex hu time,1 had the like ſollicitations for a com- 
pliance with them then in their plottings, c ngs, and: 
counterplottings : 1 was then by them threatned alſo for "” 
poſing the Scoriſh intereſt then on foot 5 though then I did 
nothing but in the publike view of all men : I dealt plainly 
with the _— > I uſually, as in other things, ſo in this, 
declared my (7 


, that I would not be guilty of ſo great an 


abſurdity and ridiculouſneſs, a: to ſay, when I fought againſs 
the King's Army , 1 fought not ageinft the King, when 
be watinthe head of it, and they Commiſtioned by him. 1 
have nat, from the beginning of theſe times wanted the conn- 
ſel of many, and they no ſends 


ror a ——— 


[ar] 

in _ the world, as tothecarriage and ordering of 
my [cl affairs according to the Maximes and Princi- 
ples thereof : I have ever anſwered, Heme fy fight! Policy ; 
and that 1 eur accounted plain honeſty the bel# of policies. 
Neither ever conld I, or hall I, by all the Polititians inthe_- 
wor /d, be beaten out of that Maxime. To me it's moſt [afe 
and ſure : for what is attained by Policie, muſt be kept by 
Policie, Force, or both , in buth which ( beſides the varions 
perplexing cour ſes,ceuntercourſes the ſpirit of man muſt run, 
af or be ated in, the comtinual cares and fears that pe([eſs, 
and ſo diſpoſſeſs, not only rhemſelugs, but athers, of all true 
and real enjoyments ; and to the ſecuring whereof , nothing, 
no relations, no-conditions may or mu? jg ſpared ) there «s, 
neither can there be any thing but uncertainty of and in the 
end : and this truely and property i the Devil , or that De- 
ceiver in Man.  Politicks and Di figners ever run in 4 re- 
trograde motion unto God or Truth : therefore can there be 
yo reih or peace, no certainty or flability. Where there is not 
4 true and certain Foundation, there. cannot be a firm, ſtable, 
and laſting ſtrutJure. 1t hath been often told me by a Gen- 
tleman known to and cover fant with mo#t of the atZors and 
platters of theſe times , and « pretty well read in Politicks, 
That I had always luck to riſe of the right fide. My 
anſwer. fi} wes , Would he be honeſt, he would do ſo 
too. I never did, neither will I ever do any thing that re- 
lates to the Pablike , but what I care not who ſees and knows. 
ofa am px 4 Deſigner ? that I conld —_— carry all 
my attings,acfegnings and plattings,upon my forebead, p/ain, 
open, pn. pc a be ſeen þ-t ke ger men, of Wi ons; 
foaes, or parties whatſorver. Nay, 1 de,and ever did account 
is mach belowe a truely worthy, noble, and ingenuous ſpirit, 
18 477, or be ated in, with, or by any deſignes or uf ners 
whatſorver.. Hs ſaid, That every wiſe man —_ 
| iS. 


[22] 
his end : 7 ſay too, Tf his end be true, and that his end 
and way be one and the {ame,-ciſe heis'nor a wiſe 
man, ora@s not in wildom. If that I would have, de- 
ſire or ſeek, be juſt and right, I neither care nor fear who 
ſees or knows it. I muſt and will ſay , Whatſorver man or 
men judge me a Plotter or D:(i7ner , they are themſelves 
deeply guilty, and from that guilt . iſes that his ſuſpicion, 

He who ſtands firm in himſelf who e deeds and attings have 
, been and are in t1uth, fears not the greateſt or ſuddeneff ap- 
proaches of the bighft light. - 1 will givethem and all men 
theſe two Reaſons, which may ſtrongly indnce them to believe 
the contrary, Firſt, T never did , neither do I defire 
Greatneſs in the world. Secondly, I never did, nor do 
I defire Popularity. For I well know them both, and what 
their natural tendencies are. Though many things of high, 
if not of higheſt concerument to this Nation , bave come_ 
thorow my hands, 4s t known to many , yet have I ſeldom or 
never appeared jn them. Verily, I have had as many oppore 
funities and advantages caft upon me for my particular ad- 
wancement , as moſt men; and many havejudged me of as 
anſwerable parts. It's true, 1 had once, and but once (in all 
theſe Troubles ) thoughts of enjoying my ſelf quietly in peace 
and reſt , without any more medling or looking upon the pre- 
ſent ſtate and courſe f things ; and ſo of building unto my 
ſelf a neſt here : and to that end, did my heart and hand ex- 
ceed perhaps its due bonnds : But God met me, and fell 
me with blowe upon blowe. 'I ever did, an4 do fill deſere a 
private life above all, and have againendeavoured it though 
in a very meay condition comparatively : but I muſt not be | 
my own carver, I have, I do, and that upon the dueſt, moſt | 
ſerious, ani moſt deliberate advices, thoughts, and couſulta- 
tions in and with my ſelf, judge and determine , netther po- 
wverty nor riches to be-the beſt, the ſureſt and ſafes om -- ; 
| bpere- 
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therefore the moſt deſirable. The Lord, who knows my heart, 
knows it was unfeigned love to the Nation, its common good, 
Common weal, or weal common, n0t 10 my private or p.riica- 
lar ſelf, hath drawn me forth in and unto all my publike ac7= 
ings, Had 1 ſought advantages to and for my ſelf, 1 c 1nld 
net have miſſed them : but, in ſtead thereof, 1 bave ſpent m;y 
[elf, my 4imt, and eftate, withewe any ſatifattion. What 1 
was at firſt, 1 am the ſame ſtill. There ſeemed 10 me, in the 
beginning of theſe times, tobe a very free, upright, ingenu- 
ous, innocent conjunttion of hearts and ſpirits for a real com- 
mon good, for Liberty and Freedom intrub, for Reformation 
in all things according to the Rule of Truth, real , and not 
verbal, formal, or netional 'onety ; 'and this indeed was the, 
end of all owr Covenants and Engagements ;, which ſhall yet. 
be brought to paſs and accompliſhed , which ſhall yet ſtand for 
and againſt : And this continued , until the corrupt, pri- 
wvate, and particular intereſts of ſome in Autbority, (with 
the Clergie, and by their Ipſtig ations) rent and tore in pieces, 
making that which in a true, rational, grammatical ſence i 
one entire union in it ſe locking onely ane way , to look as 
many ſeveral ways as their ſeveral intereſts cx fooliſh fancies 
led them to imagine ; even as they do the Ms , and al 
things elſe, Union ſj death to them, their ſubſiftences 
vin and by druidings and diviſions. Imaſt deal plain- 
ly with the Attors aud Officers of and inthis State, as 1have 
formerly with thoſe in the late King's time : Teur aftings, 
your ways, and workings , are not [utable to, nor agreeable 
with Principles of honour and hone#ty, peace and ſafety cithcr 
in reference to your ſebues, or the Commonwealth, but dirtt#- 
ly deſtrutFive to boh. Have you brought Salvation , Li- 
berty, and Freedom to your ſelves ? Know, you cannot enjoy 
theſe without them x, your All lies wrapped up in them, 
though not theirs in you, Look to it, Tintreat you, Should 7 


ſay 


24) | 
ſay otherwiſe , I ſhould be Xe, a Flatterer, Lyey , and Diſ- 
ſembler , and for ever unworthy to havereſpet? from , ov be 
admitted to the meaneſt Tru#t or Service in or to any Prince 
or State wbatſocver, 


RosBzrT Norwoop, 


OE SOR PSI POPHSSE 


Reader , in ſtead of Judge Nicels, read Judge Warberton. 
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